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Assessing rhetorical principles of contemporary health issues

Hypochondriacs are vulnerable to media hype, anorexics are susceptible to public scrutiny, and migraine
sufferers are tainted with the history of the “migraine personality,” maintains rhetorical theorist Judy Z.
Segal. All are influenced by the power of persuasion.

 

Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine explores persistent health conditions that resist conventional medical
solutions. Using a range of rhetorical principles, Segal analyzes how patients and their illnesses are formed
within the physician/patient relationship. The intractable problem of a patient’s rejection of a doctor’s
advice, says Segal, can be considered a rhetorical failure—a failure of persuasion.

Examining the discourse of medicine through case studies, applications, and analyses, Segal illustrates how
illnesses are described in ways that limit

patients’ choices and satisfaction. She also illuminates psychiatric conditions, infectious diseases, genetic
testing, and cosmetic surgeries through the lens of rhetorical theory.

 

Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine bridges critical analysis for scholarly, professional, and lay audiences.
Segal highlights the persuasive element in diagnosis, health policy, illness experience, and illness narratives.
She also addresses questions of direct-to-consumer advertising of prescription drugs, the role of health
information in creating the “worried well” and problems of trust and expertise in physician/patient
relationships. A useful resource for critical common sense in everyday life, the text provides an effective
examination of a society increasingly influenced by the rhetoric of health and medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Zachary Kirkland:

Often the book Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine will bring one to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine is much recommended to you to learn. You
can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Kimberly Kiser:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine,
you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Jeff Jaco:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as
of book Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Audrey Mack:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the Health and the Rhetoric of Medicine when you essential it?
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