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In the 1920s, Henry Ford hired thousands of African American men for his open-shop system of auto
manufacturing. This move was a rejection of the notion that better jobs were for white men only. In The
Making of Black Detroit in the Age of Henry Ford, Beth Tompkins Bates explains how black Detroiters,
newly arrived from the South, seized the economic opportunities offered by Ford in the hope of gaining
greater economic security. As these workers came to realize that Ford's anti-union "American Plan" did not
allow them full access to the American Dream, their loyalty eroded, and they sought empowerment by
pursuing a broad activist agenda. This, in turn, led them to play a pivotal role in the United Auto Workers'
challenge to Ford's interests.
In order to fully understand this complex shift, Bates traces allegiances among Detroit's African American
community as reflected in its opposition to the Ku Klux Klan, challenges to unfair housing practices, and
demands for increased and effective political participation. This groundbreaking history demonstrates how
by World War II Henry Ford and his company had helped kindle the civil rights movement in Detroit
without intending to do so.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Strickland:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Making of Black Detroit in the Age of Henry
Ford.

Gladys Myers:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Making of Black
Detroit in the Age of Henry Ford book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

John Harrison:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The Making of Black Detroit in the Age of Henry Ford, it is possible to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
publication.

Harry Alvey:

Often the book The Making of Black Detroit in the Age of Henry Ford has a lot info on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
perusing this book.
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